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Combined, these volunteers donated  

over 600 hours of work to the library in 2019. 

Evelyn Arnott Jim Down Karen Down 

Carole Lupkowski Dwayne Erickson Roberta Makinson 

Anna Neufeld Wally Kimpton Debbi Miles 

Grace Tully Louise Hewson Dorothy Morrish 

Joyce Scheper Connie Krawec Stephanie Kaufmann 

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE REGIONAL LIBRARY 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2019 

 

            2019                          2018 

REVENUE 

Amortization of deferred contributions           614          614 

City of Portage la Prairie grant        264,219                      264,219 

Donations           1,523      1,222 

Federal grants          3,380                            3,086 

Healthy Child Coalition grant               --                                 954 

Interest           3,784      3,520 

Library receipts        18,952    22,928 

Province of Manitoba - grants 

 Automation         7,710      7,768 

 Collection Development        5,500                            5,500 

 Cultural      172,372                    172,372 

Rentals         24,166                       27,192 

Rural Municipality of Portage la Prairie grant     87,500                        87,500 
 

       589,720                    596,875                    
 

EXPENSES  

Amortization        13,740    17,799 

Audio-visual          3,267                           5,973 

Automation - grant          7,710                           7,768 

Bank charges                61                                 66 

Books         33,961      32,809 

Canada Summer Jobs              3,916                            3,813                               

Collection development         5,500                            5,500 

Conference and travel            114                               675 

Contribution to Community Foundation      11,318            -- 

Employee benefits        55,164                       54,025 

Equipment and furniture         5,096                            6,990 

Freight and postage          2,315                            2,749 

Garbage collection             881         942 

Healthy Child Coalition            636         728 

Internet           2,367      2,287 

Licenses, memberships and fees         8,445      4,717 

Other           5,650      1,983  

Periodicals           5,072      5,717  

Professional fees          7,301      7,063  

Public relations          2,219      3,722  

Rent         22,381    22,000 

Repairs and maintenance         1,545      1,287  

Salaries       440,813                    398,860  

Supplies           3,759      6,442  

Telephone           1,644      1,645  

Workers Compensation         2,421      3,109 
    
       647,296  598,669 
   
Excess of revenue over expenses     (57,576)     (1,794) 



2019 Librarian’s Report 

2019 was a year of anniversaries at the library, as we celebrated:  

 50 years of the City of Portage la Prairie having an 
incorporated public library;  

 20 years of the library being in our current location of 40-B 
Royal Road North;  

 15 years of the formation of the current Portage la Prairie 
Regional Library, which services the City and RM of Portage la 
Prairie. 

2019 was also a year of sweeping changes at the Portage la Prairie 
Regional Library: Loan amounts were streamlined to allow patrons 
access to more materials at once per account; overdue fines were 
modified so all materials are 25 cents/day, with the exception 
of all children’s materials which are no longer charged overdue 
fines; shelving spaces were re-arranged throughout the library to 
more effectively make materials accessible to patrons; workplace 
practices and procedures were streamlined to make the library 
more accessible to the public. 

2019 saw the Portage la Prairie Regional Library become an 
increasingly meaningful member of our community, by offering 
diverse programming for all ages to attend at the library, and 
by forging strong working relationships with other community  
organizations. As an additional way to strengthen our connection 
to the Portage community, it was announced in mid-December 
that the Library will be contributing up to $100,000 from the 
library’s reserve fund to the Community Foundation of Portage 
and District. This money came from years of revenue generated by 
library operations, and is intended to provide additional funding 
throughout Portage. 

I wish to give thanks to the library staff for their commitment to 
providing the best service as possible to our community, as well  
as their patience as they work through the changes occurring at 
the Library. I also wish to thank the community for their continual 
patronage, the municipal councils for their continued financial 
support of the important community service we provide, and to all 
the volunteers who so graciously give their time to help support 
library operations.  

Richard Bee, MLIS 

Head Librarian 

2019 Library Statistics 

CD Audiobooks 75 

DVDs 174 

Juvenile books 572 

Junior Primary books 510 

Young Adult books 212 

Adult books 2,882 

Total new additions 4,425 

New Additions to the Library Collection in 2019 

Total Circulation Statistics in 2019 

CD Audiobooks 522 

DVDs 3,178 

Juvenile books 18,338 

Junior Primary books 14,242 

Young Adult books 5,235 

Adult books 65,943 

Interlibrary loans 3,045 

Electronic materials 29,058 

Total 2018 circulation 139,561 

Total Library Memberships in 2019 

Resident memberships 6,062 

Non-Resident memberships 233 

Total library memberships 6,298 

2019 Board Chair’s Annual Report 

2019 was a year to be thankful at the Library, as we appreciated 
the excellent work of our new Head Librarian, Richard Bee, as 
he finished his first year here.  Also, we enjoyed the numerous 
celebrations for the anniversaries outlined in the Head Librarian’s 
report, as the very competent committee organized monthly 
celebrations from January to June.  Our thanks go out to them for 
their hard work. 

The Board wishes to thank the City of Portage la Prairie, the Rural 
Municipality of Portage la Prairie, and the Province of Manitoba – 
Department of Sport, Culture and Heritage for their financial 
support.  We also very much appreciate the contributions we 
received from community organizations and businesses.                                                                                        
These allow our staff to do both short and long-term planning, 
ensuring the best possible use of our resources. The monetary and 
book donations received from private donors are also greatly 
appreciated. 

Now that we have begun a fund in the Community Foundation of 
Portage and District, interested parties may contribute to this fund 
as a way to increase the Library’s ability to continue and expand on 
the excellent service it provides. 

On behalf of the Board, I would like to express our appreciation to 
our staff and management for the high quality of service that they 
provide to our library members and the community. Your hard 
work and commitment to service are truly appreciated. Our thanks 
also go out to our volunteers whose dedication and hard work add 
greatly to making our Library the high quality facility it is. 

We look forward to another great year serving the greater Portage 
la Prairie district. 

Evelyn Braun 

Board Chair 


